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Bovine Beauty Queen

Kicks Up Scandal
* * *

-Pearl the Cow Goes-Missing; ~~

Couple's Bet on Fame

In Dairy World Turns Sour ,

By ELENA CHERNEY

URBANA, Ohio-Chris Nelson fell in
love with Pearl at first sight, and his wife
Joyce was thrilled.

Pearl had shiny hair, great legs and
a near-perfect body. Her image graced
the cover of magazines. She had an in-
ternational reputation as a beauty
queen.

Pearl was the Holstein equivalent of a
Hollywood star, and the Nelsons believed
buying her would be their ticket to the bo-
vine big time. "It's the prestige," says
Joyce Nelson, 42 years old. "Some women
like diamonds. I like cows."

Instead, Pearl has brought scandal to
the Nelson farm and kicked up contro-
versy in the normally quiet world of cow
shows. An ill-fated
plan to ship Pearl
back to Ontario to
get her pregnant
has turned into a
fight over her own-
ership. The Nel-
sons say the On-
tario breeder tried
to keep the cow.
The breeder says
the Nelsons improp-
erly took Pearl ,"'"
away before she Pearl
could give birth. -

Pearl, meanwhile, is cooling her hoofs
in quarantine in the Nelsons' barn, pend-
ing an investigation by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture into whether she en-
tered the country without documentation.

"It's like some cow soap opera,"
says Connie Sliker, an Ohio Brown
Swiss dealer who lives a few miles from
the Nelsons.

The tale offers a peek into the big
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