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REACHING A COMPROMISE with the
RS often Gakes exeeptional patience.

The IRS is authorized to compromise
vilh people who can show they can't pay
Ul their tax debls. But crities have. cotn-
aingd that the IRS fakes much too loms
o decide on taxpayer offers. Among those
rities is Mina B, Glson, the IRE's national
axpaver advocate, She says she recently
weeived o letter from o taxpayer whi had
uhmitted an offer in December 2000 — ancd
A1l hasn't received a vepdict.

An IRS spokeswornan says, “the aver-
ipe backlog for the averige case is 10
nonths” But. more complex cases fake
nuch longer. Meanwhile, the nuniber of ap-
Wications still is soaring: As of Aupust, the
cklog stood afb abott 94000, up from
12,0081 nearty two yedrs earlier, the spokes-
vinman says. The IRS {8 trying o respond
woadopting un “inventory-redoction pro-
ram” that ineludes special emploves train-
ng, But the hacklog is 50 big and prowing
i rapidly that it will take years to make
Hpmificant progress, Ma. Olson-says.

Senade staffers peedich the prigram
will Be probed of Meavings s year.




